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Discussion Item Final Report of the Residents’ Committee on Tax and Service Duplication Issues

Background The City Council created the Residents’ Committee on Tax and Service Duplication
Issues (TASDI) on October 11, 2004 via Council Resolution 2004-50.  The Council
directed the Committee:

C To become knowledgeable of the legal requirements and constraints of
municipal tax duplication in the State of Maryland and in Montgomery
County and recommend how the city can communicate this information to
the public.

C To identify areas where further research is needed concerning tax relief and
service duplication.

C To recommend actions the city could take to obtain a fairer tax duplication
payment from Montgomery County and to decrease the level of tax
duplication paid by city property owners.

C To provide assistance and guidance in the development of a resident survey,
specifically in regard to those questions concerning service delivery.

The Committee met as a full body thirteen times.  Working groups by subject area
held separate meetings to help with the work of the Committee.  The Committee will
be presenting the results of its extensive research in its report to the City Council at
this meeting.

Perhaps the most notable finding of the Committee is that if a statistically fair rebate
process were in place, Montgomery County would be providing a substantially
larger rebate to the City of Takoma Park each year– at least $1.1 million to as much
as $4.8 million more than the $3.1 million received in FY05.

The Committee’s report includes many recommendations for action or further study
at the local, County and State level.

Co-Chairs Bruce Moyer and Dan Robinson will present the findings of the
Committee. 

Policy The City Council is responsible for setting the budget and level of service provided
by the City government.

Fiscal Impact The report makes recommendations for fairer revenue sharing, tax duplication rebate
payments, and income tax pass backs, as well as identifying possible reductions in
City service costs.  A fair rebate program alone could increase City revenues by up
to $4.8 million.



Attachments Final Report of the Residents’ Committee on Tax and Service Duplication Issues.

Recommendation Hear presentation.

Special
Consideration


